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a Charterhouse Codd. I see in the play-bill that Mr. Thackeray is announced as Mr. Bonnington, but in fact he only appeared upon the stage just before the fall of the curtain, to say, 'Bless you, my children/ "
Installed in his new house, working for the Cornhill^ and preparing Denis Duval, the time passed tranquilly, without any event of public interest, until November, 1862, when Thackeray once more had a serious illness. It was of the time while he was still convalescent that Archdeacon Sinclair has related the following characteristic tale, which illustrates Thackeray's character better than many pages of description. "At the height of the cotton famine/' the Archdeacon says, in the Sketches of Old Times and Distant Places, "I resolved to hold a public meeting in Kensington, to raise contributions in aid of the Lancaster Fund. Among the speakers who occurred to me was my neighbour, W. M. Thackeray, whose name I knew would be a powerful attraction. I called upon him, but ... he was unwell and had not come downstairs. I sent up my card, and he soon made his appearance. When I told him my errand was to request a speech, he at once declined, not being well enough, as he said, even to attend the meeting. I urged that he had several days to recover in. But for him to move a resolution at a public meeting was out of the question. . . . 'You forget/ he added, 'that my vocation is not to be a speaker, but a writer/ In reply I explained that I did not wish for a long harangue, that I had an abundance of orators ready to come forward, and that in Kensington the great difficulty was to collect an audience. 'But/ I added, 'if you will only let me print your name in my handbills, I shall be sure